
KWAA 37th Annual Conference 2026: “Courage At The Crossroads” 
(accredited for CLE in KS and MO as indicated) 

 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 

TIME PROGRAM 
11:30 a.m. Solo Practice/Small Firm Luncheon 

 
Lindquist Hall in the Wallerstedt Library at Bethany College 

12:00 p.m. REGISTRATION OPENS at PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 
1:30 – 2:20 
p.m. 

 
Women in Leadership in the Kansas Legislature 

 
Senator Kellie Warren; Representative Susan Humphries;  

Cheryl Semmel, Director of Government Services, Kansas Supreme Court 
 

Burnett Center 

 
KS 1 CLE LPM/MO 1 CLE EOB 

2:20 – 2:35 
p.m. 

BREAK at PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 

2:45 – 3:35 
p.m. 

2026 Kansas  
Legislative Review 

 
Joseph N. Molina,   

Kansas Bar Association 
 

Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

Practical AI Use in Practice 
 

Danielle Hall, Business and 
Innovation Strategist at Affinity 

Consulting Group 
 

Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

Cinderella’s Estate Plan: How Well 
Do You Know Your Client’s Story? 

 
Katherine J. Bailes 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

3:45 - 4:35 
p.m. 

Anti-Racist Justice 
  

Judge Angela Coble, 
Kansas Court of Appeals 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE EOB 

 

 

Lessons From Literature: In 
Cold Blood 

 
Gayle B. Larkin, 

Disciplinary Administrator 
Kansas Judicial Branch  

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE ETHICS/  
MO 1 CLE ETHICS 

Youth Defense in Kansas: From 
Statewide Assessment to 

Defending Futures 
 

Sarah Johnson, 
Senior Youth Defense Counsel 

Gault Center 
 

Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

5:00 – 6:00 
p.m. 

Law School 
Receptions!  

KU Law School  
Connected Fair Trade 

Washburn Law School  
Ol’ Stuga 

6:00 – 7:00 
p.m. 

DINNER at the PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 

7:00 p.m. KEYNOTE SPEECH by Barbara Howard, ABA President-Elect 
Burnett Center 

 
Following the keynote, please join KWAA for a reception at the Sandzen Gallery 



Friday, July 17, 2025 

TIME PROGRAM 
6:30 a.m. CORONADO HEIGHTS FUN RUN and LINDSBORG CITY WALK 
7:00 a.m. BREAKFAST at PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 
8:00 - 8:50 
a.m. 

Preventing 
Burnout-Setting 

Boundaries 
 

Emily Hartz, 
Kansas Lawyers 

Assistance Program 
 

Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE ETHICS/ 
MO 1 CLE ETHICS 

 

 

The Rural Advantage: How HB 
2595 and the Office of Rural 

Prosperity Can Benefit You and 
Your Practice 

Laurel Klein Searles, Chief of 
Attorney Services and Compliance, 

OJA; Trisha Purdon, Director of 
Office of Rural Prosperity for the 

Department of Commerce 

Social Science 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

The AI Verdict: Threat, Tool, 
or Both? 

 
 Cassie Pfannenstiel, Bloom Legal 

Advisors; Rachel A. Shannon, 
Martindell Swearer Shaffer 
Ridenour; Judge Elizabeth 

Sweeney-Reeder, 6th Judicial 
District 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

 

9:00 - 9:50 
a.m. 

A Fireside Chat with Chief Justice Eric Rosen 
 

Chief Justice Eric Rosen and Retired Judge Sally Pokorny​
​

Burnet Center 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

10:00 - 
10:50 a.m. 

How Should We Define 
Justice For Those Who 

Kill Their Abusers 
 

Michelle McCormick, 
Executive Director of 

Kansas Coalition Against 
Sexual and Domestic 

Violence; Dave Ranney, 
retired newspaper 

reporter; Matt Bender, 
Associate Professor at 

Washburn University of 
Law 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

New Employment Law Cases: 
You Be the Judge! 

 
Teresa Shulda, Foulston Siefkin; 
Morgan Geffre, Foulston Siefkin 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

 

 

History of Abortion Law in 
Kansas 

 
Erin Thompson, Planned 
Parenthood Great Plains 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

 

11:00 - 
11:50 a.m. 

Courage in Practice: Lesson From the Front Lines of Law 

Judge Jackie Rokusek, Clay Britton, Cheryl Pilate, Sara Zafar 

Burnet Center 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 



12:00 - 
1:20 p.m. 

LUNCH at the PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION  

ANNUAL MEETING beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
1:30 – 2:45 
p.m.  

Appellate Court All-Star Update 
 

Kansas Supreme Court and Kansas Court of Appeals 
Judge Cline, Judge Coble, Judge Pickering and research attorneys,  

Colleen Mandell, Michael Obermeier, Kathleen Harvey and Tara Wolff 
 

Burnett Center 
 

KS 1.5 CLE/MO 1.5 CLE 
 

2:45 – 3:00 
p.m. 

BREAK at the PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 

3:00 – 3:50 
p.m. 

History of the Death 
Penalty in Kansas & 

Overview of the Death 
Penalty Defense Unit  

 
Mark A. Manna, Chief 
Attorney for State of 
Kansas Death Penalty 
Defense Unit & Ann 

Sagan, Executive Director 
of Kansas Board of 
Indigents’ Defense 

Services 
 

Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

If We Can Do It, You Can Do 
It: KLS Clinic Volunteering 

 

​
Joy Springfield, Statewide 

Director of Pro Bono Services for 
KLS; Marcia Wood, Martin, 

Pringle and Laura Ice, retired 

Social Science 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 
 

Lessons Learned After 6 
Months In The “Uniform” (the 
Kansas Uniform Guardianship, 

Conservatorship and Other 
Protective Arrangements Act) 

 
 

Rachel A. Shannon, Martindell 
Swearer Shaffer Ridenour 

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

 

4:00 – 4:50 
p.m. 

Oppression Monopoly 
 

Judge Angela Coble, Kansas Court of Appeals 
 

Pihlblad Memorial Union 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE EOB 

Before 
Dinner 

Shopping in Downtown Lindsborg 

6:00 p.m.  BANQUET AND ANNUAL AWARDS 
 

BAR Opens at 6:00 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m.  
followed by AWARDS and ENTERTAINMENT 

 
Sundstrom Conference Center 

 

 

 



Saturday, July 18, 2026 

TIME PROGRAM 
7:00 a.m. BREAKFAST at the PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION 
8:30 - 9:45 
a.m. 

Hidden Hands: The Untold Stories of Women Who Shaped the Nation 
 

Judge Karen Arnold-Burger, Kansas Court of Appeals; Diana Carlin Pierron, Emerita Professor of 
Communication and Former Association Provost at Saint Louis University and a retired KU 

professor and administrator; Amanda Marino, Martin, Pringle; Danielle Ferrigno, Law Student; 
Abby Brady, Law Student; Judge Jennifer Brunetti, Crawford County District Court 

 
Burnett Center 

 
KS 1.5  CLE/MO 1.5 CLE EOB 

 
 

9:55 - 
10:45 a.m. 

Courageous Dissents in Legal 
History 

 
Judge Carl Folsom,  

Douglas County District Court  

 
Social Science 

 
KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

 

Carry Emergency Confetti: 
How Gratitude and Joy 

Positively Impact Attorney 
Wellness 

 
Social Science 

 
Jennifer Roth,  

Kansas Public Defender 
 

KS 1 CLE ETHICS/ 
MO 1 CLE ETHICS 

Property Taxes Aren’t 
Evil: The Rest of the 

Story 
 

Amanda Stanley,  
Deputy City Attorney for 

the City of Olathe 
 

Social Science 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 

10:55 
-11:45 
a.m. 

Kansas School Finance: Past 
Precedent, Future Policy 

 
Shannon Kimball, 

Governmental Relations 
Specialist with Kansas 

Association of School Boards; 
Leah Filter, Assistant Executive 

Director of Advocacy and 
Governmental Relations with 
Kansas Association of School 

Boards 
 

Social Science 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 
 

Show me the Money, Getting 
Your Clients What They 

Really Want: Collections 101 
 

Angel Zimmerman,  
Zimmerman & Zimmerman, P.A. 
 

Social Science 
 

KS 1 CLE/MO 1 CLE 
 

Constitutional 
Amendment 

Information Session 
 

Social Science 
 

(No CLE Credit) 

12:00 – 
1:30 p.m. 

LUNCH at the PIHLBLAD MEMORIAL UNION – KWAA COUNCIL ONLY 

 


